Neurotensin selectively antagonizes apomorphine-induced stereotyped climbing.
In order to better characterize the neuroleptic properties of neurotensin, the dose-related effects of the peptide on stereotyped climbing, sniffing and licking induced by 0.6 mg/kg apomorphine were examined. The following doses of the peptide were injected intraventricularly 30 min prior to apomorphine administration: 0.9, 3.75, 30.0 and 60 micrograms. Results indicate that, whereas oro-facial stereotypies remained unaffected by the peptide, stereotyped climbing was significantly decreased with the two largest doses of neurotensin. These findings indicate that the profile of neurotensin's neurobehavioral effects is more akin to that of atypical than typical neuroleptics.